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Natural Bridge State Resort Park

Dear Reader,
 We are so excited here at FOCUS 
Magazine! Here we are into our third 
year (as of the October 2012 issue), and 
we are celebrating our NEW website! 
We are LIVE, ONLINE! Go to www.
focusmagazine.info. With the paper 
FOCUS and now the website, there are 
more ways for us to share stories, photos 
and business news with you, and ways 
for you to connect with our other readers! 
Next time you see Janice Lee Odom, say 
“Thanks.”  She’s the whiz-kid behind this. 
I just sit back and watch in amazement. 
(Some of us old-timers are still trying to 
catch up in this digital age.)
 On the website, we will be posting 
the entire magazine issue and we will add 
photographs that we didn’t have space for 
in the magazine. Since there are no space 
limitations on the website, lots of extras 
will be added to the online version. We will 
be able to keep current on current events, 
so check out the FOCUS ON EVENTS 
page, designed to keep you posted on 
current and upcoming events, activities 
and opportunities for you to be involved 

in “building a better community,” words 
that are a key component of the FOCUS 
Magazine mission. If you have an event 
coming up, or know of one, let us know 
and we will post it for you.  
 The new online FOCUS TRADING 
POST is already becoming a much-used 
asset to the community. It’s easy to join 
our Trading Post group and put your buy/
sell/trade item online.  
 The FOCUS ARCHIVES page has 
the most recent magazine viewable now, 
and we will be adding other back issues in 
the days to come. We have TWO Years of 
magazines to post, so be patient. You will 
be able to see each issue from front page 
to back cover.
 BOOKS & ENTERTAINMENT will 
have additional book and music reviews 
that didn’t make the hard copy of FOCUS 
because of space limitations.
 SUSTAINABILITY is close to our 
hearts here at FOCUS: Saving our earth by 
recycling, reusing, and being economical 
in our use of natural resources. Ideas to 
accomplish this will be posted from time 

to time. If you have figured out a good 
use for something most people toss, share 
your idea with us. 
 We are most excited about FOCUS 
DEALS. This page will connect you to 
great deals offered not only from our 
advertisers, through their own links and/
or their FOCUS ads, but we will also be 
connecting to sources of information that 
you may find interesting.  
 Just check each page every time you 
visit our website, as we will be trying to 
keep adding information and resources 
for our readers. We invite you to give us 
your feedback and tell us what you’d like 
to see on our new FOCUS website, and 
in FOCUS magazine. Stay connected and 
Enjoy!

–Jerlene Rose, publisher.

VINSON & SONS
TV * FURNITURE * 
APPLIANCES
1 Brandon Way/Mt. 
Sterling 
Bypass 
859-498-3511

Free Delivery  
within 50 miles!
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121 HUD Rd,  
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Subscribe 
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Call: 859-313-2255 
or 1-888-645-0013 or visit us at:

www.SaintJosephConnection.org

Call 859.313.2255 or 1.888.645.0013
Looking for a Physician?

Whether you are looking for a primary care or specialty physician, just dial our physician 
referral service and our experts will provide you with a local physician and their contact 
information.  our friendly experts can also assist you with more information on specific services 
offered at all of our facilities.  

Call 859.313.2255 or 1.888.645.0013 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.SaintJosephConnection.org

Call 
today!
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Cover StoryCover Story

Walter Herbert 
“Bud” Parks

A man of many talents

Cunningham probably kept me in school. 
Bob Paul Atkinson and Bill Orme were my 
coaches. They were both positive influences 
in my life growing up.” 
 The same year Parks graduated from 
high school, he joined the Navy, where he 
again played basketball and baseball for four 
years. He even experienced traveling to South 
America in order to play baseball for the 
Navy. He was stationed in Norfolk, Virginia. 
In 2011, Parks was inducted into the Powell 
County Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 After his discharge from the Navy, Parks 
went to work for National Cash Register in 
Dayton, Ohio, remaining in that position for 
six years before returning to Stanton. In 1971, 
Parks purchased an Ashland Oil Service 
Station and, at the same time, began working 
for Rockwell International. “I was the Union 
representative at Rockwell for sixteen years.” 
 In 1978, Parks sold the Ashland station 
and went to work for the local radio station, 
WSKV, in Stanton. There he served as an 
announcer and as a disk jockey. Six years later 
(1984), Parks purchased the station. He noted: 
“Chuck Lynch taught me the radio business.” 
Park’s innovations and programming ideas 
resulted in making WSKV very popular in 
the radio-listening area. 

 One of his ideas in particular became 
extremely well-liked. He named the show 
“Tradio.” Listeners would call in to the station 
in order to trade merchandise with other 
listeners who were tuned in at the same time. 
The hour-long show was hosted by Parks the 
entire time that he owned the station. 
 In 2004 the radio station was sold to 
Andy Moore. Parks also retired that same 
year. When asked what occupies his time 
now, he said, “Music and playing golf are 
my hobbies.” Even though he is a senior 
citizen, he still holds his own on the golf 
course. He admitted that he also loves classic 
automobiles. He is the owner of a pristine 
1967 Plymouth Belvedere convertible, which 
only has 35,000 miles on the odometer. Parks 
added, “I have been offered a new automobile 
in trade for my Plymouth. I think I will keep 
my car for a while.” 
 When asked about his love of music, 
Parks explained, “My mom and dad both 
played music for most of my life. I was six 
years old when I began to play the guitar. I 
even played in a lounge band when I lived 
in Dayton.” Parks’ guitar was sitting near 
the recliner in his living room during the 
interview. It was obvious that he loved 
playing music; you could see it in his face as 

Walter Herbert 
“Bud” Parks

A man of many talents

By David J. Griffin

 Bud Parks has held many positions 
in life and remains one of the most 
positive individuals FOCUS magazine has 
interviewed. “I have enjoyed everything I 
have accomplished in my life. It has been a 
good ride for me. I would do it all over again,” 
says Parks. 
 Parks was born on Judy Creek in Powell 
County. His parents were Vick and Ollie 
Parks, and he was one of seven brothers. He 
described how he got his nickname. “My Dad 
started calling me Bud even before I was born. 
For some reason, the nickname continued for 
the rest of my life.”  
 Parks graduated from Powell County 
High School (PCHS) in 1961, where he 
excelled in both basketball and baseball. 
Parks recounted the following from his senior 
year on the PCHS baseball team. “In 1961 
the District baseball tournament was held 
in Lee County. I pitched all three games of 
the tourney. In my first game, I pitched a no-
hitter. We lost the first game of the Regional 
Tournament against Cumberland High School 
– that was the first game I lost all year.” 
 He also played semi-professional 
baseball for three years under Coach E. D. 
Hughes. Parks was eager to thank several 
people for their influence on his life. “Bob 



125 E.Elkins St. • Stanton • 606-663-2337
Located at Exit 22 off the Mtn. Parkway

www.bluegrasscraftandantiquemall.com
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he discussed the topic. He added, “I also loved to dance, and I won 
the Jitterbug Contest in 1958 and in 1959 at Joyland Park.” 
 Parks’s wife, Janice, graduated from Madison Central High 
School in 1960. Her father ran Powell Funeral Home in Clay City, 
which is where she met her soon-to-be husband. On December 10, 
2011, the couple celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary. Parks 
remarked, “We have never argued about anything. I have completely 
enjoyed my life.” 
 Bud and Janice have three children. Jeff, who currently lives in 
Lexington, pursued degrees in physics and in math. He is employed 
as an engineer. Jeff and his wife, Carol, have seven children. He, 
too, played basketball and baseball for PCHS, where he graduated in 
1983. Their daughter Valerie also lives in Lexington. She works as a 
Policy Analyst at Eastern Kentucky University. Daughter Suzannah 
and her husband, Rob Merion, live in Stanton, where she serves as 
the attendance clerk for Stanton Elementary School. They have two 
children. 
 Bud and Janice Parks live on Cox Street in Stanton. During 
basketball and baseball season at PCHS, they can be seen in the stands 
supporting the Pirates. Parks is still a Pirate through and through. 

Left: A 20-year-old 
Bud Parks receives 
congratulations 
from his captain 
while on duty in the 
Caribbean. 

Below: Powell 
County Pirates, 
1959: Norman 
Watson, manager; 
back row: Billy 
Wayne Bowen, 
Walter “Bud” 
Parks, John Allen 
Pennycuff, Jimmy Potts, Raymond Birch, Coach Bill Orme; front row: Danny Bowen, Roger Skidmore, 
Bobby Wickline, Paul White, Scott Bowen. The starting five were Bud, John Allen, Raymond, Paul, 
and Scott. Bud made the last shot to win the District Tournament against Lee County. 
Opposite page: “That’s a sweet sound,” Bud said as he strummed his D-35 Martin guitar, made in 
1967 in Nazareth, Pennsylvania. 

Did You Know? 
As President of the United States, George Washing-
ton proclaimed the first nation-wide thanksgiving 

celebration in America marking November 26, 1789, 
“as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be 

observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
many and signal favours of Almighty God”.

Go to
CaswellPrewitt 

Realty.com
For all your real 

estate needs!
Omar R. Prewitt

Principal Broker & Auctioneer
101 North Maysville Street -- Mt. 

Sterling, KY 

(859) 498-0208



8 FOCUS magazineNovember          2012 www.focusmagazine.info

Local News

By Jerlene Rose 
It has been a life-changing year for 

Ruby and Robert Rice of Clay City, the new 
proprietors of the Clay City Restaurant. 
In a virtual whirlwind, they cleaned and 
refurbished the Clay City Restaurant; opened 
the doors for business on May 7, 2012, and a 
month later, on June 18, they took a few days 
off to get married.

Ruby said, “We wanted to reopen the 
restaurant because it has always been a big 
attribute to Clay City.” With seating for 
50 diners, “It’s a cozy meeting place for 
local residents and visitors. We planned the 
menu to blend items to fit all incomes with 
inexpensive, but good country cooking, 
and hospitality. We want everyone to feel 
welcome.” 

The every-day menu features fried 
chicken, hamburger steak, smothered 
chicken, country ham, pork tenderloin, and 
grilled chicken. The plate lunch includes 
two vegetables, salad and bread. Delicious 
desserts are made daily. Their famous “Weeee! 
Burger” is a huge double-decker with lots of 
extra “trimmings” and if you yell “Weeee!” 
when you order it, you get a free drink.

“There is nothing ‘frozen’,” Ruby said. 
“We use real potatoes and our vegetable 

soups are all homemade and everything is as 
close to home cooking as you can get outside 
your own kitchen.”

The restaurant is non-smoking with a 
family/Christian atmosphere. “We are closed 
on Sundays so our employees can attend 
church,” she said. Monday through Saturday 
hours are 9am to 8pm.

When you walk into the Clay City 
Restaurant, one of the first things you notice 
is the friendly, family atmosphere. Take a 
seat and relax. Look around. This small, cozy 
restaurant is a part of Clay City’s history and 
is one of the older buildings in town. The 
framed photographs on the walls help to tell 
its story. James Franklin “Butch” Bloom, a 
grandson of the original owner, still owns the 
building. To date, five generations of Blooms 
have operated a business here: James Bloom 
Sr., James Bloom Jr. and wife Marie, James 
Franklin “Butch” and  wife Betty Bloom; 
and now, the Bloom’s former daughter-in-
law Ruby, and her daughter, Tory (Butch and 
Betty’s granddaughter).  

Opened on this site for the first time as 
the Clay City Saloon in the late 1800s by 
James Bloom Sr., the front entrance sported 
swinging wicker half-doors, like those you 
might see in an old western movie. Those 

swinging saloon doors now hang in the Red 
River Historical Society Museum which is 
located right next door. 

When Prohibition was passed in the 
1920s, the saloon and alcohol went out and 
a “Confectionery” was in. Butch chuckled, “I 
think they just moved the bottles under the 
counter.” James Sr. died in 1922. 

The original building burned during a fire 
in Clay City in the early 30s that also destroyed 
several downtown wooden structures. The 
current building was built 77 years ago, in 
1935, Butch said. Since then, the interior 
has been remodeled countless times, but the 
stamped tin ceiling is original to the structure. 
You used to be able to see the six bullet holes 
in the ceiling; unfortunately, Butch said, they 
were plugged during the last painting. “I told 
the painters not to cover them up, but they 
misunderstood and did anyway,” he said.

Butch recalls stories about how some of the 
bullet holes got there. One story was that some 
stray bullets resulted when two fellows were 
feuding and one shot the other. “My dad took 
the injured guy to Dr. Johnny Knox,” Butch 
said. “Another bullet landed in the ceiling 
during an attempted robbery when Olney Lige 
Watkins was running the restaurant.”

“My dad and mother, James Jr. and Marie 

Local News

‘A cozy meeting place’

Clay City  
Restaurant re-opens 

‘A cozy meeting place’

Clay City  
Restaurant re-opens 
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Most Insurances Accepted

Drive Thru Window
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Bloom, lived in the back of the restaurant when they married in 1936. 
They later moved into a house, but while they ran the restaurant, my 
sister Louise helped. The restaurant building has been leased out to 
many individuals and families over the past 77 years and Butch and 
others came up with a list, but it is not chronological, the times are a 
guess-timate, and the list may not be complete, but here it is:

Former operators of Clay City Restaurant: James Bloom Sr., 
James Jr. “Jimmy” and Marie Bloom (1936-), Manson & Drewsella 
Curtis (about 1945), Kate Bloom, Verlon Abney (1949-50), Joe 
Mountz, Mountz McKinney, Ruth Potts, Ruth Patrick, David Patrick, 
Mildred Estes, Omer and Beatrice Puckett, Madge Davis, Betty Faye 
Caudill, Roger Meadows, Omer Meadows, Debbie Potts, Bernice 
Wills, Bill Davis, Bill Henry, Wayne Abney, Arnold Caudill, Lige 
and Hazel Watkins (1960s), Kathy Reed, Betty Bloom, Teddy Lacey, 
Letcher Farmer, Shannon Smith, Ruby Napier, and now, Ruby and 
Robert Rice.

Robert and Ruby invite you to come find your cozy corner table 
and enjoy sharing good food and friendly, family atmosphere. 

Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

in Tates Creek Centre, Lexington

Most PPO Insurance and

Medicaid accepted. See our

New Patient Special and

Payment Plan Options on

our website!

• Stove Pipe
• Electric, Gas, 

and Wood Heaters
• Hardware - Lumber- 

Building Supplies
176 East College Avenue

P.O. Box 250, Stanton KY 40380
PH: (606) 663-2598   
FX: (606) 663-4598
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Monthly ColumnMonthly Column

 My wife and I have returned from our 
annual trip to the Eastern shore of Virginia 
where we spent a week on Chincoteague 
Island. This was our eighth consecutive 
year to “hide away” on our favorite island 
paradise. As a matter of fact, we have stayed 
in the same wonderful hotel – Chincoteague’s 
Hampton Inn – and in the same room each 
year. We feel like we have found our spot, 
and we feel quite at home in this place. The 
shops and restaurants in the quaint town are 
familiar to us. We can actually call some 
folks by name; they refer to me as “the 
Mountain Man.” 
 A bit of background: This is 
the place where Marguerite Henry 
wrote the famous book, Misty of 
Chincoteague, in 1947. The story 
is about a real-life pony that was 
born to a wild horse raised on the 
island. The book is what really put 
Chincoteague “on the map.” There 
is a small water-front park in the 
center of town which was created 
to keep the memory of Misty alive. 
Donations to the park can be made to 
the city, and a brick with the names 
of the honorees are set in the park’s 
sidewalk. This year Kathy and I were 
able to view “our brick” for the first 
time, and it felt very fitting. We stood 
and gazed at our brick for some time. 
It seemed as if we have etched our own 
lives into the history of the island, which is 
beginning to feel like a second home to us.
 The hotel manager and I have become 
friends because we share many of the same 
ideals and views. Since this was the first time 
that we have visited Chincoteague since my 
book was published, I was proud for Mr. Tom 
Derrickson to have a copy. I also donated 
a copy to the local library, making my 
connection to the area even more bona fide!
 One afternoon, Kathy and I had been 
walking on the beach and decided to grab a 

snack at one of our favorite island hangouts. 
We drove to the Cincoteague Inn and found 
a spot at the bar that looks out over the bay. 
Sitting next to me was a young man, a local 
contractor, who initiated a conversation. He 
appeared to be a down-to-earth fellow, with 
an outdoor tan and eyes which twinkled ever 
so lightly. The conversation continued, and 
we felt like we had become well acquainted 
with Mr. Luke Britton.
 Among the many ways in which we 
revealed ourselves to Luke was my story of 

how my writing 
had just been 
published. He 
seemed quite 
impressed. After 
he confessed to 
the fact that he 
didn’t believe 
he had actually 
read an entire 
book before, 
he added, “I 
would like to 
read a book 
written by 
someone that 
I actually 
know.” Of 
course, I 
immediately 

got up from my 
stool and proceeded to retrieve a copy for him 
from my Ford Explorer. 
 Turns out that one of Luke’s grandfathers 
was originally from Kentucky. Upon taking 
up with an island girl, he had no choice 
but to move to Chincoteague, because his 
lady was not about to go anywhere else to 
live. Therefore, Luke’s most significant 
connections with Kentucky were the tales 
he had heard from his grandfather and the 
country cooking that he had brought along 
with him. Luke was not unfamiliar with 

Eastern Kentucky’s ubiquitous fare of soup 
beans and cornbread.
 Luke and I had one additional connection 
that we discovered. He asked what I had 
done for a living before becoming a writer, 
and I explained that I had taught chemistry 
and had coached football for many years. He 
reacted with enthusiasm, explaining that he is 
coaching a little league football team on the 
island. 
 After I told him the story of my team 
achieving State Championship status, he 
seemed even more interested and asked if 
that was part of my book, and I said that it 
was. Luke’s son is one of the young football 
players that he coaches and Luke decided to 
purchase another book for him. We vowed to 
keep in touch; I hope that we actually will. 
So…we have made yet another acquaintance 
from “our island.”
 The next day, Kathy and I spent the 
afternoon at the beach again and were 
delighted to see a group of dolphins playing 
in the surf – very close to shore. They were 
actually riding waves that were breaking very 
close to the beach. Kathy was in the water 
at the time and didn’t see them at first. By 
the time that I got her attention, one of the 
dolphins had just passed about 10 feet in front 
of her. (She later laughingly told me that it 
was a good thing that she had turned around 
when she heard me, because if she had seen 
one of those fins pop out of the water right 
in front of her, she would’ve probably had a 
heart attack!) Because the beach is so sparsely 
populated, we felt like the dolphins were 
playing with us in our favorite ocean spot. 
Neither of us had ever seen them swimming 
so close to shore, and we felt blessed to 
witness such a performance by the dolphins. 
 Our time at Chincoteague passed quickly 
– too quickly. And it was time to begin the 
journey home. We had decided to take our 
time on the return trip and spend a couple of 
nights at Skyland, located on Skyline Drive 

“Back 
to the 

Island”
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in Shenandoah National Park. As we drove through the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, we were listening to the 50s channel of our Sirius radio 
while they were playing the Top Songs of 1961 – when I was a 
junior at Mt. Vernon High School. Bud Cox and I drove this same 
road in 1961 when we visited my brother in Manassas, Virginia. 
 It was a real rush taking this same trip again 51 years later (where 
does the time go?!). But not much had changed in regards to the 
setting. The scenic road with the tremendous views was the same. 
At the highest elevations, a significant portion of the trees were 
already displaying their bright fall colors, adding an extra touch 
of glory to the experience. Kathy and I sang along with virtually 
every word of the lyrics to the familiar songs of old. Somehow 
the parkway and the music really took me back in time. I enjoyed 
experiencing the phenomena this time with my wife of 33 years. In 
many ways, almost nothing had changed except my passenger. 
 And now, I have to wait another whole year before we go back 
to the island. Hmmm, maybe we should think about a mid-year visit. 
Or maybe I should just keep that thought to myself – my wife may 
be married to a mountain man, but she has a particular fondness for 
the ocean.

(You can reach me at 
mtnman@mis.net or you can 
drop me a line at P.O. Box 
927 – Stanton, KY 40380. I 
appreciate your comments 
and suggestions.) 
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The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea, 200 Artisan Way, located just 
off Interstate 75 at Berea exit 77, is open daily from 9am to 6pm and 
the cafe is open from 9:30am to 3:30pm. Admission is free. 

The MAIN GALLERY EXHIBITION, showing now through Feb. 
23, 2013--The Threads that Bind: Textile Works by Kentucky 
Artisans. This exhibit showcases the work of 21 Kentucky textile 
artisans who create a wide range of work including clothing, 
jewelry, wall art, sculpture, quilts and more. Textiles on display 
are composed of fabric, fiber and threads that weave, embellish, 
construct, shape, quilt or otherwise create the design. Pattern, 
texture, abstraction, symbolism, innovation, realism and whimsy are 
all revealed in this colorful exhibition. These textile works show a 
broad range of techniques and approaches using thread.

DEMONSTRATIONS – EVENTS - GALLERY TALKS
November 3 – Saturday: Elizabeth Worley, of Lexington, will 
demonstrate reed basketry from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea.
Worley creates contrasting colors in her baskets by using walnut 
hulls and commercial basket dyes to turn the naturally blond reed to 
brown, red, green and blue. Worley began incorporating old kitchen 
utensils into her baskets after becoming inspired while browsing 
in an antique store. She now utilizes these antique elements in her 
baskets and incorporates kitchen utensils as handles.

November 10 – Saturday: The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea will 
offer visitors free guided gallery tours through the center’s current 
special exhibit, “The Threads That Bind: Textile Works by Kentucky 
Artisans,” on Saturday, Nov. 10, at 11am and 2pm.These free guided 
exhibit tours will be led by Kentucky Artisan Center staff who will 
talk about the exhibits, the artists and individual works. Staff will 
answer questions about the techniques and various processes used in 
the objects featured. 

November 10 – Saturday: Marianne Brown of Lawrenceburg, will 
demonstrate pottery on the wheel and decorate her forms using 
handmade stamps, from 10:30am to 3:30pm at the Kentucky Artisan 
Center at Berea.

November 17 – Saturday: Authors Engle and Grise will sign copies 
of their book,
“Madison’s Heritage Rediscovered – Stories from a Historic 
Kentucky County” from 11am to 2pm at the Kentucky Artisan 
Center at Berea.

November 17 – Saturday: Three members of the Berea Welcome 
Center Carvers will demonstrate woodcarving techniques from 
10:30am to 3:30pm. Carving that day will be Keith Flowers of 
Richmond, as well as Jack Gann and Will Bondurant from Berea. 
Bondurant specializes in chip carving, a style of woodcarving in 
which knives are used to remove small chips of wood from the 
surface of a single piece of wood. Flowers enjoys carving a variety 
of characters, while Gann carves both animals and figures with ease.

The Ar tsThe Ar ts

November 24 – Saturday: Oil Painting Demonstration. Artist Louie 
Northern, of Mount Vernon, will demonstrate his oil painting 
techniques from 10:30am - 3:30pm at the Kentucky Artisan Center 
at Berea.

For more information contact: 
Gwen Heffner, Information 
Specialist
gwen.heffner@ky.gov
Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea 
is an Agency in Kentucky’s 
Tourism, Arts and Heritage 
Cabinet
200 Artisan Way
Berea, KY   40403
Phone: 859- 985-5448  X 230
www.kentuckyartisancenter.
ky.gov 

The Kentucky Artisan Center 
at Berea has welcomed over 2 
million visitors since opening in 2003!  Follow us on Facebook!

Shop Hurst Furniture  
& Appliance

“Your Hometown Store” 
Harold M. Hurst, Founder 
175 Blackburn Street 
Stanton KY 40380 
PH: (606) 663-9942 
FX: (606) 663-4314 
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9-5

www.hurstfurnitureappliance.com

Layaway 
Now for 

Christmas!

Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea offers 
demonstrations, events, talks
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Parkway Indoor 
Flea Market

Parkway Indoor 
Flea Market

606-663-2919
5860 Main Street, Clay City, 
just off the Mtn. Parkway!
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Saturday, 
and 

Sunday!
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Estimates
All Work Guaranteed!

Subscribe FOCUS Magazine $20/year. Don’t miss a single issue! 
P.O. 710 Clay City, KY 40312 606-663-1011

Monica S. Lacy, P.S.C.
Attorney At Law

793 Breckinridge St.
P.O. Box 747
Stanton, KY 40380

Phone: 606-663-7521
Fax: 606-663-7521

Interstate Fence Supply, Inc.
2098 Indian Mound Dr.
Mt Sterling, KY 40353

859-498-3757 
800-633-1533

Call: Christie Evans or
Brad & Emily Reynolds

email: interstatefence@bellsouth.net

• Woven Wire
• 9 ga Brace Wire $91/roll
• 15.5 ga Barbwire, $38.50

• 4”, 5”, & 6” wood posts, starting at $5.75
• 6 and 6.5 ft green painted T-posts, starting at $5

• Much More-- you won’t believe it!
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Spor tsSpor ts
Robert 

“Happy” 
Osborne

New Head Basketball Coach for 
Montgomery County High

him to be one of the best players ever to play at Montgomery County. 
If that is to be true, our team must be successful. I want him to lead by 
example and to be vocal. Another player with much talent is Darius 
Jones (Jr.), who could be a college player. He needs to be aggressive 
so that our team can move to another level. In many ways, he is a key 
to our team’s success. Another junior is Brian Wallace, who will be 
playing the two guard for us. He is a polite young man who also needs 
to be aggressive. Our senior point guard will be Tyler Jones. He is a 
natural leader and is definitely a college prospect. His leadership and 
ball-handling capabilities are keys to our team. Also, another senior 
will be Hobie Hall; I am impressed with his work ethic.” 
 Osborne also mentioned other players that he expects to be vital 
to his team’s success. “Chase Hall is a sophomore and is presently 
playing football but was most improved this summer. Tanner Combs, 
who is a senior, is showing rapid improvement. Shelby Combs is 
a freshman and has a bright future here at MCHS. Sam Hogston 
is a sophomore and is improving on a daily basis. Matt Koser is a 
junior and one of the captains of the team. He sets the tone and has a 
wonderful work ethic. Finally, I want to name Art Walker, who is a 
freshman. The young man is not afraid of anything. He can give us the 
3-point shooting we need.”
 When asked about the expectations for his new team, Coach 
Osborne responded, “We have a saying, ‘All I want is all you’ve got.’ 
I want them to have fun and play without pressure. We will work so 
hard in practice that games will be less difficult.”
 Osborne graduated from Lynch High School in 1976. He attended 
Pikeville College for one year and then completed his Bachelor’s 
degree at Morehead State University in 1980. He earned his MA from 
Georgetown College in 1982. 
 In summing up his feelings about coming back to Kentucky, 
Osborne said, “I am back at home. I love playing golf, and Mt. 
Sterling has two of the best courses in the state. I can’t wait to begin 
the season. I know our players will work hard and achieve much on 
the basketball court and in the classroom.”
 Osborne and his wife, Bobbi, have a 24-year-old daughter, 
Madison. “My wife, daughter, and extended family had a major role 
in my decision to come to Montgomery County High School,” he 
said. The Osbornes have already purchased a house in the county. “I 
think I am walking into one of the best places to live in America.” 
Many Montgomery Countians would agree. They would also agree 
that having Happy Osborne as basketball coach puts the cherry on the 
top.

By David J. Griffin

 After coaching at Georgetown College for 31 years followed by 
a stint at Tennessee Tech for one year, Coach Happy Osborne has 
accepted the head basketball position at Montgomery County High 
School (MCHS). When asked why he decided to move to the high 
school ranks, Osborne replied, “Mt. Sterling is a great town. There are 
so many Georgetown College connections in this area. I love walking 
around town and seeing people I know. I will be working with great 
athletes who are polite and have wonderful parents.” 
 Osborne is coming off a tremendously successful college career, 
including six Final Four appearances in the NAIA tournament, a 
Runner-Up season in 2000, and a National Championship in 1998. 
He holds the record for the most tournament wins of any coach in 
NAIA history. Osborne coached basketball for Georgetown College 
for 31 years – 15 of those years he was the head coach. His record is 
456 wins and only 81 losses during that time. He also spent last year 
as an assistant coach at Tennessee Tech. 
 Explaining the reason for coming to Montgomery County, 
Osborne said, “I wanted to get back to Kentucky. Montgomery 
County’s Assistant Superintendent, Phil Rison, has been a longtime 
friend of mine, and I was completely humbled that he even considered 
me for the Montgomery County position. I think this could be the best 
coaching job in the state.” 
 The enthusiasm in Coach Osborne’s voice concerning his first 
season at MCHS is contagious. He said, “The parents of our players 
are wonderful. They all look after all the players. The schedule is 
really good, and we will be playing in the Mercer Tournament. We 
also will be hosting the Joe B. Hall one-day tournament, which I think 
is one of the best single-day events in the state.” 
 His passion was amplified when he began to discuss his new 
players. “I think Omar Prewitt has the chance to be one of the best 
in the state and could be Kentucky’s Mr. Basketball. I would love for 



Anup S. Chattha, MD
James R. Rollins, MD
Jason Hunt, DO

624 N. Maysville Rd. Suite A
Mount Sterling, KY 40535

Phone (859) 497-4144
Fax (859) 498-4137

160 Pedro Way
Winchester, KY40391

Phone (859) 737-5188
Fax (859) 737-5190

KY Auto Parts
Sales & Service, LLC

700 East College Avenue  Stanton, KY 

(606) 663-2884
Diagnostics  - Front End Alignment - Tires & Wheels 

“For All Your Automotive Needs”

Maggie Napier
Principal Broker

Phone: (606) 481-4221 
Cell: (859) 749-4737 

Fax: (859) 294-2393 mag-
gienapier@hughes.net or 

maggie@soldbynapier.com

“The Right Real  
Estate Agent”

1320 Maple Street, Stanton. $159,000
Brick Ranch with over 2500 sq ft of living area, located just 
outside of town on .80 of an acre with mature trees and no 
close neighbors. Home has had many updates with tile floors, 
new bathrooms, crown molding, and the list goes on. 4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 baths, two fireplaces, galley kitchen, large family 
room and a very peaceful screened in porch with over 500 sq 
ft to relax in. 

Cat Creek  $64,900
Looking for a move in ready home 
loaded with amenities on nearly 
an acre lot? Watch the sunrise 
over the green blanketed hilltops 
while you sip your coffee or work 
in your garden. Property is located 
on .88 acres with ranch home, 
three bedroom, and two full baths, 2 x 6 exterior walls, R30 attic insula-
tion, six panel interior doors, low E gas windows with tilt in lower sashes. 
Spacious open concept family room with stone fireplace and oak mantle. 
Master suite includes large bathroom with garden tub, separate walk in 
shower, his and hers vanity, linen closet and a huge walk in closet that 
anyone would love. Home has been well maintained!This is a must see.

New Listing!  642 Poplar Bluff $90,000
Picture perfect cabin in the woods, 2 bedroom, 1 bath setting 
on an acre lot by the lake. Walk down to the lake and go fish-
ing or just watch 
the sunset. Call 
for your private 
showing today! 
Additional lots 
for sale, call 
Maggie 

218 Abbeywood 
Drive, Winchester 
$142,500  Feels like 
home! That’s what you 
think upon entering this 
beautiful property. The 
ranch floor plan allows 
for the bedrooms to be 
split from the master bedroom for privacy. Spacious kitchen with ample 
counter top space and natural lighting with views of the landscaped yard. 
Home is only 8 years old with one owner. Well maintained. Call today for 
your private showing.

FOCUS magazine 15November             2012www.focusmagazine.info

The Perfect Bank for

YOU
Peoples Exchange Bank is the best

choice for your banking needs. 

It’s simple. 
 
Peoples Exchange Bank believes in customer-focused
banking.  Our extended branch hours, mobile banking
and Free Online BillPay provide our customers with fast,
convenient and personal service.  

*  Personal Checking and Savings
*  Home Loans
*  Commercial Loans
*  Business Banking

 

Peoples Exchange Bank provides all of the financial 
solutions you need for every stage of your life and
your business:

Think of us as your knowledgeable neighbors and stop 
by to visit with us today!

53 East Pendleton Street, Stanton      5377 Main Street, Clay City

(606) 663-9500      (800) 364-3631



Codell Construction Company

www.codellconstruction.com

•	 Construction Management
•	 Design/Build
•	 LEED Capabilities
•	 BIM

4475 Rockwell Road - P. O. Box 17
Winchester, KY   40392

859/744-2222 (phone)  •  859/744-2225 (fax)

Integrity, honesty and commitment 
to owner satisfaction are Codell 

Construction’s top priorities. We strive 
to present each and every owner with a 
quality product, completed on time and 

within budget.

Codell Construction Company 
is a fourth-generation, 
family-owned business, 
established in 1909 and 
incorporated in 1917.
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Happy Thanksgiving!
from all of us at Focus Magazine

“As we go about our 
busy lives, enjoying our 

freedom – we want to stop 
briefly and say THANK YOU 
to our servicemen – both 

active and retired.”
Karen Sebey
Theresa Hall

Vanessa Dwyer

Jimmy’s
Tire & Lube Center Inc.

6020 Winchester Road
Clay City, KY 40312
PH: (606) 663-9411

· Wheels
· Tires
· Quick Oil Change
· Custom Accessories
· Computer Balance

We are here 
for all your 

tire and 
service needs

Red River Pawn
Bobby Lowe, owner

287 college Ave.
Stanton KY 40380

PH: 606.663.4448
Email:  

outdoorpower2009@yahoo.com
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The Walker Company—a family owned business 

for seven decades—excels in road, bridge and 

commercial construction. But it’s not just about 

building a good product, which is done through 

three business divisions. It’s about building 

economic development and job opportunities for 

the people of Central and Eastern Kentucky.

Quality infrastructure is the focal point for 

economic growth and development—jobs at 

a time when the nation’s economy is still in 

recovery. Kentucky has a number of advantages 

to development, including land, labor, low-

cost energy and location, as well as the paved 

roadways that allow for transportation of goods 

and services across the state. Many of those roads 

and bridges are Walker projects.

At The Walker Company, all of our employees share a common belief: 

things change; quality stays the same.

Post Office Box 308 • 105 Apperson Heights
Mt. Sterling, Kentucky 40353

Phone 859.498.0092 • Fax 859.498.0093
www.thewalkercompany.com

THE WALKER COMPANY

Not just building…
Building opportunities
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Kayne Allen and Kohl Faulkner:
The Next Generation of Bluegrass Music

By Brandon Farmer
 Powell County has a rich history of Bluegrass music and talented musicians 
who play this popular genre. Well-known performers such as Ralph Stanley and 
J.D. Crowe are among many other local artists who have entertained large crowds 
at Meadowgreen Park, in Clay City. The Bluegrass and Gospel tradition has 
been a large influence on many local residents. Appreciation of this regional art 
form has encouraged some to create music of their own. This is the case for local 
residents Kohl Faulkner and Kayne Allen who, at their young age, have been widely 
recognized for their musical talents. 
 Being raised in a family of musical talent led the two cousins to begin writing 
material of their own. Kohl is the son of Evelyn Faulkner and local Bluegrass 
musician, Charles Faulkner, who regularly performs with his band Drawing Nigh. 
The two also share a grandmother who has influenced their style of music. 
 “I remember being little, my granny used to play guitar,” said Faulkner. “She 
supposedly had her own little radio station 
back in the day.”
 Kayne is the daughter of Dale and Anita 
Allen of Stanton. She credits her success 
musically to the support which her parents 
provide. 
 “My dream is to do something in music 
and they’re the ones who always keep me 
going,” Allen said, “My mom gives me 
encouragement and my father is the one 
always finding new competitions for us and 
taking us everywhere.” 
 The two of them also credit WSKV-FM 
of Stanton as being a significant contributor 
to their success. The local radio station has 
aired many of their songs and has advertised 
their various accomplishments.
 The duo has performed many Bluegrass 
and Gospel classics, but they prefer to play 
the music that they have written. The two 
have worked together to create music and 
lyrics for the songs that have given them so 
much popularity. Allen provides the vocals 
for the group while Faulkner plays guitar and 
sings as well. Together, they have achieved 
recognition on a regional, state and national 
level. 
 Their accomplishments include a first-
placed division title in the state level Coca-
Cola Talent Classic, which secured their 
spot in the top 20 acts of Kentucky. They 
won first-place titles on multiple occasions, 
performing at talent competitions in Powell, 
Clark and Rowan counties, as well as at 
the Bluegrass Area Has Talent competition. 
In 2012, the two separately competed in 
the Kentucky State Fine Arts Festival and 
won first place in multiple categories, each 
advancing to the national-level competition. 
 In 2012, Faulkner and Allen traveled 
to Atlanta, Georgia, and competed in the 
popular television music contest, The Voice. 
After performing their song, the duo made it 
through the first round, impressing the judges 
with their act. The two are making plans for 
future competitions.
 “We’ll probably go back in March,” said 
Faulkner, speaking of The Voice, “Hopefully 
we’re going to go try out for America’s Got 
Talent.”
 The pair has been singing together since 
childhood, but they didn’t begin competing 
together until 2007. Since that time, the 

two have advanced far in their music 
career and do not anticipate slowing 
down any time soon. The musical 
future is nothing less than bright for 
this homegrown talent.
 “We just realized that singing is 
really what we’re supposed to do,” 
Allen said. “And whether we touch 
one life or a thousand lives, we know 
we are supposed to sing together.”
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By Ken Simon

It seems these days that most people, and even children, are 
familiar with the classic song “Y.M.C.A.” It’s sung at dances 
and events all over this country along with people who make 

arm motions spelling out the four letters. The song speaks of how 
the YMCA will help in times of need. The Red River Family YMCA 
is shaping up to help meet the need of improving the quality of life 
in our community.
So you may be asking yourself, “Why do we need a local Y?”
 A YMCA is an “association of people”; not a building, a swim-
ming program, or a recreation center. It is a movement of people 
helping each other to reach their highest potential and making com-
munities better places to live. That’s why a “Y” is such an important 
addition to the quality of life in our community. When you look at lo-
cal statistics for childhood obesity and adult onset diabetes; it makes 
sense to have a local association of people committed to improving 
the health of its citizens.
Local community granted a YMCA
 In August of 2011, after two years of planning, a Powell County 
YMCA Branch was granted by the Winchester YMCA Board of Direc-
tors. The Winchester Y Board gave the approval to Executive-Director 
Bill Pace in his oversight and guidance of the newly developed “Red 
River Family YMCA”.
 “We’re excited about the future impact a local YMCA will have 
for our children and families,” said Stacy Crase, founding member 
and local YMCA Advisory Board chairperson. Crase stated the YMCA 
Vision Statement is something the Health Coalition embraced early 
on in the process. “The Y. We’re for youth development for healthy 

living and social responsibility.
 “One person cannot start or sustain a YMCA and it has taken us 
over two years to finally see our vision come into being, “said Crase. 
“It’s a great opportunity for our community to move forward.”
 Y Executive-Director Bill Pace pointed out that everyone needs 
to realize that “YMCAs are not buildings; they are associations of 
people and programs.” Adding, “Winchester began as a branch of the 
YMCA of Central Kentucky (Lexington) and operated out of schools, 
churches, parks, fields, for 10 years until they got a facility.”
What is the YMCA?
 YMCAs work to incorporate the four values: caring, honesty, re-
spect, and responsibility into all YMCA programs and activities. It is 
also to put Christian principles into practice through programs that 
build healthy spirit, mind, and body for all.
 Y’s offer programs for youth, adults, families, and older citi-

Why “Y”

Continued on the next page

The YMCA is:
	 •	Largest	501	©	(3)	not-for-profit	social	service	agency	in	the	US

	 •	Operating	in	120	countries	worldwide

	 •	2,540	branches/facilities	in	the	US	(make	that	2541)

	 •	19,000,000+	members	(50%	are	children	under	the	age	of	18)

	 •	YMCAs	are	for	people	of	all	faiths,	races,	ages,	abilities	and	incomes

Who operates the Red River Family 
YMCA in Powell County?
	 •	A	volunteer	board	of	directors

	 •	Residents	of	the	local	community

WHY    ?
WEEK

NOVEMBER 12-16, 2012
Join us at the Powell County Extension Office for the

Red River Family YMCA’s Founders Breakfast
November 16 -Starting at  9:00 am
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By Ernie Dudleson

What possesses a man or woman to act in a manner which 
makes them a hero? To do something such as give his/her life so oth-
ers might live? In a matter of seconds a decision is made that could 
end their life but such acts of courage have been displayed over and 
over again by our military personal in the heat of battle. This story is 
about such a young man, one that gave his life so others could live.
 PFC Harold Epperson is buried in the Winchester Cemetery on 
Lexington Avenue in Winchester, KY. As you enter the Winchester 
Cemetery, the first thing you notice in the shade of the large old trees 
is the Marine Corps emblem with its bright red background. The 
backside of the emblem tells the story of what happened the day Ep-
person died. It reads as follows:

Harold Glenn Epperson
Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient
 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty while serving with the 1st Bat-
talion, 6th Marine, 2nd Marine Division, in action against the enemy 
Japanese forces on the island of Saipan in the Marianas, 25 June 1944. 
With his machine-gun emplacement bearing the full brunt of a fanatic 
assault initiated by the Japanese under cover of predawn darkness, 
PFC Epperson manned his weapon with determined aggressiveness, 
fighting furiously in the defense of his battalion’s position and main-
taining a steady stream of devastating fire against rapidly infiltrating 
hostile troops to aid materially in annihilating several of the enemy 
and in breaking the abortive attack. Suddenly a Japanese soldier, as-
sumed to be dead, sprang up and hurled a powerful hand grenade into 
the emplacement. Determined to save his comrades PFC Epperson 
unhesitatingly chose to sacrifice himself and diving upon the deadly 
missile, absorbed the shattering violence of the exploding charge in 
his own body. Stout-hearted and indomitable in the face of certain 
death, PFC Epperson fearlessly yielded his own life that his able com-
rades might carry on the relentless battle against a ruthless enemy. His 

US Marine Corps founded Nov. 10, 1775

PFC Harold  
Glenn Epperson, 
USMC Congressional Medal of 

Honor Recipient, WWII

superb valor and unfaltering devotion to duty throughout reflect the 
highest credit upon himself and upon the U.S. Navel Service. He gal-
lantly gave his life for his country.”
 What happened to the men whose lives he saved? Did they sur-
vive the war? Did they marry? What about their children? The ripple 
from one event continues to affect the generations. Do the families of 
those whose lives he saved even know about Harold Epperson? This 
young Marine, who grew up in Ohio, on June 25, 1944, thousands of 
miles from home, became a hero.
 Captain John C. Chapin wrote an article concerning the battle of 
Saipan. [A detailed account, “BREACHING THE MARIANAS: The 
Battle of Saipan” can be found at www.nps.gov/history/online-books/
npswapa/extContent/usmc/pen-190-00312.] Captain Chapin’s article 
explained that in a Japanese “withdrawal” some of the Japanese were 
typically left behind in the caves to fight to the death, and that they 
frequently used civilian men, women and children as decoys. The bat-
tle had been raging for 21 days when “we trudged along a circuitous 
route to relieve the 23d Marines for an attack scheduled for [1pm]. 
A normal artillery preparation preceded it, followed by the morale-
lifting rockets, but neither they nor mortar fire could eliminate many 
cave-dwelling Japs. And again the cost was heavy.” 
 Such tactics by the Japanese soldiers is what lead to the death of 
PFC Epperson. One of the Japanese soldiers played dead in order to get 
near the advancing Marines. Once close enough, he tossed a grenade 
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into their encampment. Many Marines would have died from the im-
pact of the grenade had it not been for the heroic act of PFC Epperson.
 Besides the Medal of Honor, PFC Epperson was awarded a Presi-
dential Unit Citation for service at the battle of Tarawa. A battleship 
destroyer was also named for him; the USS Epperson was launched 
into service December 23, 1945, in Port Newark, New Jersey, chris-
tened by Epperson’s mother Ruth.
 The Medal of Honor was presented to PFC Epperson’s mother at 
Tiger stadium in Massillon, Ohio, Epperson’s hometown. The Massil-
lon High School Band and 8,500 people from Massillon attended. Af-
ter the death of their son, PFC Epperson’s parents moved to Mt Ster-
ling, KY, but returned to Massillon for the presentation. “He would 
have wanted it that way,” Ms. Epperson said. 
 PFC Epperson’s roots are in Clark County. His father, Jouette 
Bruce Epperson, was a native of Clark County, born there on Sep-
tember 13, 1889, and ran a dairy farm until he entered the Army dur-
ing WW I.  Harold’s mother, Ruth Wolverton Epperson, was born in 
Basil, Ohio, on Jan. 19, 1900. After Harold’s father joined the Army 
his mother and other family members moved to Ohio to find work, 
settling in Massillon, Ohio, a small town near Akron. Most went to 
work at the Goodyear plant. This is where Harold grew up, graduating 
from Washington High School in 1941. He joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve on December 12, 1942. 
 When Harold’s father returned from WW I, he went to work for 
Metropolitan Life selling insurance in the Akron, Ohio, area. He was 
later offered a job running a furniture store in Mt. Sterling, KY. This 
was near the time of PFC Epperson’s death, so the family moved to 
Mt. Sterling. After working there for a while he purchased a furniture 
store in Winchester which they called Epperson Furniture. This busi-
ness thrived on the corner of Main and Washington for many years.    
 Harold’s sister, Ruth Nickell, who now resides in Berea, KY, de-
scribed her brother as “a fun loving boy who played at the local base-
ball field with many of his neighborhood friends. They also played at 
the reservoir in the winter when it froze over. Harold loved skating 
on the ice,” she said. “He was a very ambitious young man; he had a 
paper route and used the money he made to buy Christmas gifts for 
family members.”  
 She also recalled him as a very kindhearted person, even at a 
young age. Ruth said when she was 14 years old she was very ill and 
Harold gave her a lavender music box as a gift that “played the pret-
tiest tune.” Ruth is now 91, and the music box has long since fallen 
apart, but “I can still hear the tune playing in my head.” Ruth said 
listening to the music gave her both comfort and joy when times were 
hard.  
 The Epperson family was one that truly served their country; 
most of them during WWI and WWII: 
Jouette Bruce Epperson, US Army WWI, Father;

PFC Harold Epperson, USMC WWII; 
Ruth Epperson Nickell, US Navy WWII, Siste;
Jouette Bruce Epperson Jr., US Navy WWII, Brothe;
Howard Jacob Schworm, US Navy WWII, Son-in-law of Jouette Ep-
person.
 What does it take to be a hero, to make that ultimate sacrifice? 
To give your life so others might live. I have asked myself this ques-
tion many times and I have no answer. Regardless of what the answer 
may be, both men and women have been stepping up to the challenge 
for many years, not only in the military but in life as well, protecting 
loved ones from harm. It was best said in John 15:13, Greater Love 
has no one, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. (Bible: The 
New America Standard)

Public Library adds new 
services and programs

 
 There are lots of new things going at the Powell County Public 
Library!
 The library has nine computers for public use as well as one in 
the genealogy section from which you can access birth, death and 
marriage records you can use to look up your ancestors. 
 “We also have a subscription online to ancestry.com,” said 
Wilma Jones, Interim Director.
  “There is also a computer in the children’s section that doesn’t 
have internet access, but it has learning games the younger children 
can play,” she added. Story Time is held evey Thursday from 1:30-
2:30 for 3- to 5-year olds.
 Another program available at the Library is a job resources 
assistance class. “We have a trainer who comes and conducts 
computer classes twice a week to help people with basic computer 
skills, job searches, and teaches them or helps them to create 
resumes,” Ms. Jones explained.
 “We have a subscription online to access and print legal forms,” 
she said, such as wills, quit-claim deeds, etc. 
 One of the programs which is a great asset to people who work 
on cars or who are into restoration is an online subscription to  
Chilton’s Auto Manual. “All you need to use any of the Library’s 
services is a 
library card,” she said.
 For more information about services and programs contact: 
Wilma Jones, Interim Director, Powell County Public Library, 
725 Breckenridge Street, Stanton, KY 40380. PH: (606) 663-4511.



22 FOCUS magazineNovember          2012 www.focusmagazine.info

By David J. Griffin

     Patriotism is defined as devotion to one’s country. If you 
wanted to give a visual representation of it, you would hit the nail on 
the head with a depiction of the family of Scott and Karen Sebey of 
Stanton. Not many Powell County families have been as dedicated 
to the love and support of America as the Sebey family. Scott 
and Karen have been happily married for over 30 years and have 
instilled in their children the responsibility of defending the United 
States at all costs. Both of their two sons are presently serving in the 
Air Force. 
 The couple met while in high school in Arizona in 1979; they 
were married in 1982. Karen decided early in her marriage that she 
was going to remain a military wife and stay-at-home mom until the 
children had reached school age. She says, “The pride that I feel is 
overwhelming. To know that I have raised such selfless children is 
simply awesome.” 
 Husband Scott began his service in the Air Force in 1982 and was 
assigned to the Mountain Home Air Force base in Idaho. From there, 
he was transferred to Luke Air Force Base in Arizona. In 1993, he 
volunteered to go to Korea, which would result in his being granted 
eligibility to be transferred to Stanton. He served in Korea for 13 
months at Osan Air Force Base. 
 Scott was assigned to a Special Operations Unit (SRO). The 
SRO units join with other specialty units like the Navy SEALs, the 
Armed Special Forces, and Rangers. They are trained for a variety 
of extremely grueling tasks, such as seizing enemy airfields and 
recovering distressed personnel in hostile territories. They are among 
the most highly trained personnel in the U.S. military. Their 35-week 
training and their unique missions earn them the right to wear the 
scarlet beret. These are truly elite airmen who must be capable of 
adapting to diverse mission requirements, environments, and working 
conditions. Crisis management is a major component of the tasks 
assigned to such airmen.
 Scott was the only non-commissioned officer to be deployed 
(hand picked) for Operation Desert Storm, where he served as a heavy 
equipment operator, Life Support Specialist, and survival instructor 
(SERE). While in Korea, he was deployed to numerous countries 
over a seven-month period, again serving as Life Support Specialist 
and SERE. After returning to Stanton, Scott served as a recruiter in 
Lexington and in Louisville, which are the two recruiting-officer 
programs in the nation. He has been awarded numerous decorations 
and accolades. He was also hand picked to deploy worldwide for long 
periods as a supply manager and contractor for the Department of 

Defense. Following 20 years of service, Scott retired in 2002 with the 
rank of Technical Sergeant. 
 The first child born to Scott and Karen was Joseph Q. Sebey. He 
graduated Valedictorian from Powell County High School in 2000 and 
earned his BA degree from Berea College in 2004. He joined the Air 
Force (2008) and then enrolled in the Community College of the Air 
Force (2009). Joseph is presently working toward a MS degree from 
American Military University with a projected graduation date of 2013. 
 In 2008, Joseph was assigned to the 36th Intelligence Squadron, 
where he was honored with the Airman of the Year award at Langley 
Air Force Base. He received the Air Force Commendation Medal in 
2009, Joint Service Achievement Medal (Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) 
in 2010, Joint Task Force – Leader of the Year in 2010, and the Joint 
Service Commendation Medal (Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster) in 2010. 
Joseph also attained numerous personal achievements over the past 
several years. He holds the rank of Technical Sergeant. He is married 
to Amanda Lester Sebey, and they have three children: Melody, Elijah, 
and Emmett. 
 The other Sebey son, Matthew, received Salutatorian honors 
when he graduated from Powell County High School in 2007. He 
was also All State (honorable mention) in football and was a member 
of the 56th District Champion basketball team. He demonstrated his 
leadership skills by being named class Vice President, President of 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and President of the high school 
weightlifting club. 
 Matthew enlisted in the United States Air Force on November 
29, 2011. He completed his basic training by being named an Honor 
Grad in January of 2012. He fulfilled his instruction as a member 
of the Security Forces Technical Group that same year. Matthew has 
responded to multiple in flight emergencies in A-10 and B-52 aircraft. 
His rank is Airman 1st Class. He is engaged to be married to Autumn 
Osborne in Stanton on June 15, 2013. 
 Karen opened her business, Hair Force One, in Stanton in 2004. 
Her sister, Theresa Hall, has been working with Karen since 2007. 
Karen and her daughter Venessa attended beauty school together. 
Venessa is a 2002 graduate of Powell County High School. She is 
married to Jason Dwyer, and they have two daughters: Shaelynn and 
Kaelynn. 
 Karen also has other interests, including radio broadcasting. She is 
the host of the Nice To Know radio broadcast on WSKV in Stanton. The 
show airs on Friday afternoons at 4:00pm. Karen made the following 
comment about her show. “If I can get someone to say, ‘I had not 
thought about a subject that way,’ then I am happy.” When asked what 
she would like to be doing ten years from now, Karen responded, “I 
would like to run for a political office someday. I have not decided 
which office I would like to pursue at this time.” 
 Each of these Sebey family members has truly demonstrated his 
love of country and his devotion to its service. Certainly, no woman 
should have to endure having her husband and both of her sons engaged 
in hazardous military roles. But Karen is as proud to have that distinction 
as her men are to be in their service to the USA. FOCUS magazine 
salutes the Sebey family. May they be forever blessed for their service 
and sacrifice. 
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Your primary care practitioner plays a key role in the health 
and well-being of your entire family. Our pediatricians 
and family medicine providers can serve all your family’s needs 
treating infants to seniors and everyone in between.

Now opeN

Same day appointments available 
To schedule an appointment call 859-737-6480

225 Hospital Drive, Suite 200  

in the new Medical Office Plaza next to  

Clark Regional Medical Center

The Clark Clinic cares for all of your family’s 
health needs, including:  

	 •	Colds,	flu,	allergies	and	upper	respiratory	 
	 	 infections	
	 •	Immunizations	
	 •	Diabetes	
	 •	Hypertension,	high	cholesterol	&	high	blood	 
	 	 pressure	
	 •	Arthritis	
	 •	Nausea,	vomiting,	diarrhea	
	 •	Ear,	throat	and	sinus	infections	
	 •	Rashes,	poison	ivy,	spider	bites	
	 •	Annual	exams	&	physicals	
	 •	Women’s	health	

www.ClarkClinic.org

CaraLee Blair, D.O.
Pediatrics

Stacy Taylor-Hunt, D.O. 
Family Medicine

Gregory Rupp, M.D. 
Pediatrics 

Michelle Carpenter, D.O. 
Family Medicine 

Mary Beth Doyle, M.D. 
Pediatrics 

Winni Hopkins, ARNP
Family Medicine

And Accepting New Patients


